The Maryland Home and Community Care Foundation 

Announces a special initiative

December 17, 2009

Request for Proposals 

for 

June, 2010 funding

for

CAREGIVER TRAINING  AND  CAREGIVER SUPPORT

The mission of the foundation is to improve the quality of life for those in need of health and supportive services at home and in the community, regardless of age, by providing grants to organizations in Maryland.  

For this 2010 initiative, we are focusing on the delivery of services to Marylanders 55 or older who need in-home care. This decision was made after months of deliberation about how we, as a small foundation, could have the most impact on community-based care for people whose needs are underserved, especially during this time of economic downturn.

We anticipate having $75,000-100,000 to grant for 2010. 

The foundation invites proposals for projects in the range of $24,000-$48,000 for grants in the range of $20,000 - $40,000, i.e, for grants for 80% of the needed funds. The 20% the organization must raise for its project may be from cash or in-kind contributions. 

Grantees will receive the 80% funding from Maryland Home & Community Care Foundation in June 2010.  They will be encouraged to raise the 20% balance by 12/30/10.

Projects must be for 

· Informal caregiver training or 

· Support for caregivers of individuals or 

· A combination of training and support

Care-receivers must be 55 or older and living at home, not in an assisted living facility or an institution.
The following three pages provide information about eligibility, selection criteria, the application process, timetable, and a link to the on-line Intent Form. 

Eligibility Any of the following:

· Community organizations such as aging and long-term care service providers

· Area Agencies on Aging or other local governmental and quasi-governmental agencies

· Faith-based organizations 

· 501 (c) (3) not-for-profit organizations excluding colleges, universities, hospitals or hospital-based health systems or a related entity that is not a supporting organization under IRS 509 (a) (1), professional associations, or for-profit entities

Your organization must have 

· A record of success in providing services to those who need in-home care

· An existing working relationship with other organizations in your geographic community that provide services to those in need
What Your Project Will Need to Include

· Description of the direct services will you provide to improve the lives of family and informal caregivers

· Assessment of the existing strengths and challenges of informal care-giving and supportive services in the community


· Explanation of how your project will strengthen the caregiver’s support network

· An evaluation plan

· Detailed plan of how will you fund at least 20% of the cash or in-kind costs of this project by 12/30/10.

· Statement that your project will provide services to underserved Marylanders 55 and the number of care receivers to be served and/or number of caregivers who will be trained.

Projects will NOT be considered if any funds would be used for:

· General operating support

· Subsidies for ongoing programs of nursing homes or assisted living facilities

· Increased cash assistance for caregivers or older adults

· Capital or renovation projects

· The purchase of vehicles.

Selection Criteria

If invited to submit a full proposal, your application will be judged by:

· Clear goals and objectives 

· Record of success in improving the lives of older adults and their family and informal caregivers 

· Demonstration of the understanding of the needs and challenges in your particular geographic area 

· Strength of your organization’s existing working relationships with other organizations in your community

· Ability to use existing linkages and to create them between other community-based programs, social services, and long-term care for the benefit of older adults and their caregivers

· Detailed Action Plan explaining how goals will be met, by whom, and when

· Measurement Tool with clear, attainable benchmarks for 3-months, 6-months, 9-months, and 12 months. It will be beneficial if your project will anticipate having measurable results within the first 6 months. 

· A budget with realistic income and expenses that will allow you to achieve your goals. Indirect costs up to 7% of the total project budget will be allowed.

· A fundraising plan that identifies which prospects will be solicited for the 20% funding you will need to raise.

Resources

Please go to www.mhccf.org to for background information in the field of caregiver training and support that the board will use in evaluating proposals. We encourage prospective applicants to use this information in developing their projects.
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The Application Process and Timetable

If your organization would like to be considered, go to 

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/Maryland_Home_and_Community_Care_Foundation_2010IntentForm
to complete the on-line Intent Form. You will be notified within a week if you will be invited to complete an application.

Your Intent Form may be submitted now but must be submitted by 1/30/10.

There will be an optional informational meeting on Friday, January 15 from 11-noon at the Association of Baltimore Area Grantmakers located at 6 East Read Street, Baltimore, MD 21202. To register for this meeting, go to http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/MLGF3QL
On a rolling basis beginning in late December 2009, qualified organizations will be invited to submit an application that will be due by 2/28/10. 

Applicants will be notified by April 1, 2010 if they are finalists or not. 

The board will make its funding decisions by mid-May, 2010 when all finalists will be notified. 

Grantees will be required to attend a June 2010 Awards Luncheon to receive their grant.

Contacting the Foundation

Our foundation Executive Director, Linda Safran, is available for phone calls M-F from 8:00-9:30 am only at 410-243-4483.  She will not be able to return your calls during the day or respond to messages left on the recording. In most instances, the fastest way to get an answer to a specific question is to send her an email at Lsafran@mhccf.org. For more in-depth questions, call during the calling hours above.
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